Friday 13th October 2023

ST MARY'S NEWS

The latest news from St Mary's CE VC First School

KEY DATES

Monday 16th October
Curriculum Open Morning

Tuesday 17th October
Flu Immunisations

Tuesday 17th October
Year Two - T@SM Church visit

Friday 20th October
Last Day of Term

Mon 23rd to Fri 27th October
Half Term Holidays

Monday 30th October
INSET Day — School Closed

Tuesday 31st October
First Day of Term

Mon éth & Tues 7th November
Life Education Days

Tues 7th November - 8:45-9:15
Life Ed. Parent Workshop

Tuesday 7th November
Year Three - T@SM Church visit

Wed 8th November - 2pm
Remembrance Service

Monday 13th November - 9am
Linden Class Assembly

Friday 17th November
Children in Need

Monday 20th November
Spirituality Day
Tuesday 28th November
Year R & 4 - T@SM Church visit

Friday 1st December - 3-5pm
St Mary’s Christmas Market

Wed 6th December - 9:15am
Christmas Performance

Thurs 7th December - 9:15am
Christmas Performance

Thurs 7th December - 5:30pm
Christmas Performance

Friday 8th December
Christmas Jumper Day

Note fromv My Homer

Thank yow to- the huge amount of yow who- joined us to-
celebrate ouwr Horvest Festival onw Tuesday. It was so- lovely to-
see our conmununity coming together and shawing v song
ands prayyer as we give thanks. Our youngest children, in
Willow class, blew us away with their confidence as they sang
‘Big, Red Combine Harvester’ with our wonderful Oak Class,
accompanied by Mry Joy on piano! Year Two- children showed
off their fantustic st life and Giuseppe Arcimboldo- inspired
awtwork, whilst our Yeow Three and Four childvew led ws inv
prayer. Ouwr new School Ambassadors stepped up to-their new
roles by reciting bible readings and Reverend Leilow held the
whole service together with her Hawibo- sweets!

AW of the moany donations of food will be givenw to
Dovchester Food Bank which iy located at The Dorford
Centre, Bridport Road; Dovchester. If yow would like for us to-
make a referval for yowr family, to- the foodbank, please
contact either Mrs Benwnett, Mry Hoyes or Mr Homer in
confidence. If yow howe anv wrgent need for support, yow can
contact the foodbank yourself onw 07554 983978.

Owr next service whichy we will be: inwiting pawents to- wil be
owr Chwistmas Service. Thig iy due to- take place inv St Mary’s
Chuwch onv the afternoow of Tuesday 12th December.

Ow Tuesday, it was World Mental Health Day. We feel that
this is o good time to- remind owr entire community that we
are here to- support yow all. Mrs Benwnett, owr Faumily Support
Advisor, s owvaildable on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and
Thursdays and our Mental Healthv Lead, Miss Thornicroft, is
contactalble via the school office. If yow, yowr child, or
somebody else inv the St Mawy’s family s inv need of support,
please speak withv us in confidence and we will do- alls we canv
to- Listen, understand and support you.

I hope to- see yow all for ouwr Cwrviculum Openv Movrning ovw
Monday (see next page). Have o lovely weekend! Mr Howmer
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CURRICULUM OPEN MORNING

On Monday morning, we invite all parents to come into school with their children from 08:30 until 09:15.

The purpose of this event is to allow you all to have a valuable insight info what our new curriculum offers
to our children. You will be able to experience a small snapshot of school life for your child and also get to
see their learning environment.

If you have multiple children in our school, please feel free to visit each classroom in turn. All St Mary's
children must stay in their own classroom, so please do not take them around the school with you. There
will be limited space in classrooms, so please avoid bringing pushchairs and siblings whenever possible. At
09:15, we will kindly ask the children to say their goodbyes to you as they will need to move to their first

lesson of the day at 09:20.

If you cannot make this open morning please do not worry as we will be
holding two more throughout the school year.

We hope to see you all here on Monday!

Conmumunicatior is Key!

St Mary's has used Tapestry

for some time to communicate
TAPESTRY messages and learning updates
oL directly from teachers to parents.

JOURNAL

As we strive to move to a more consistent
form of communication and look to save
money across our school, we will be moving
away from Tapestry for most of our year
groups.

Only Reception (Willow) class will now be
using Tapestry and this will only be used to
share elements of their Early Years learning
journey. At the end of their Reception year,
children’s Tapestry accounts will be made
inactive.

Email will now replace Tapestry for all
children beyond Recepftion and will be used
in Reception to communicate messages.

Some of you will have become
used to communicating and
receiving positive alerts linked
fo your child’s achievements
via Class Dojo, of late.

FE

We have reviewed our use of Class Dojo
and whilst we love the ability o send
positive alerts to parents’ phones, the
infegrated communication tool was similar
to instant messaging and therefore became
unmanageable and difficult to monitor.

We have, therefore, decided to move to a
new app called ‘Marvellous Me’. This will
enable parents to receive instant alerts in
their app when ‘thumbs ups’ or ‘badges’
are virtually awarded fo the children in
school. Lots more details and guides will
follow shortly, along with your log in details!

We have set up class email
addresses to act as our main
method of communication
between parents and teachers.

The class email addresses are as follows:
willow@charminster.dorset.sch.uk
oak@charminster.dorset.sch.uk
beech@charminster.dorset.sch.uk
maple@charminster.dorset.sch.uk
linden@charminster.dorset.sch.uk
ash@charminster.dorset.sch.uk

We ask that these are used when you need
to make direct contact with your child’s
class team about something concerning
your child or you wish to send images of
home learning. Please note that these email
addresses are unlikely to be monitored until
after school hours, so please use the office
address for any urgent messages.
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St Mary’s CE VC First School

Charminster

SCHOOL ASSOCIATION

AGM

Annual General Meeting

EVERYONE WELCOME

Stay informed and get involved

When: 7pm Tuesday 7th November
Where: Charminster School, West Hill,
Charminster, DT2 9RD.
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This week in Willow...

...we-have beew exploring all things that make ot
We have been onv v woody welly walk and, found loty of
evidence of Autunm such as crispy, colowrful leaves,
conkery and acorng. We hawve scooped out pumpkin seeds
and counted how mary in av lawrge pumpkin and how
moany in v small pumpkiry so-we could see- which had
more and fewer. We have been using Loty of natuwral

This week invOak...

...werhawve had a bugy week! We have beew creating ouwr
oww versiow of Kandinsky's Concentric circles in Avt and
we hawve beew learning all about question mavks and how
to- use them withy o Little help from Kung fu punctuation
In maths we have beew looking at part-whole models and
uwHwtwy wwhowbﬂwboogymg/toa/lntofmok/amdxmul

objecty to-practise using the language morve and fewer. We | &

also-took pawt invowr first Hawvest Festival performance
ond all of the grownn-ups were very proud of how owr we
allxpeyformeob Wd&don&h/dlow class!

...wehawve used owr mountain of knowledge o Mary
Anning to- stowt writing owr oww biographies of Mary's
life: We reseauwched some focty and orgonised ouwr
thoughty into-clear sections ready to-write next week.
We hawe also-beenw working on making owr oww €l life
compositions which we designed and thew drew.

We look forward to- showing yow owr skills onw Monday!

...l wag our twrn to- go- o av school trip to-
New Baww Field Centre! Luckily, the rain stovyed
awayy for the majority of the day, enabling us
tow:plorawromgaofStomAged/M/y

Recently inAsh..
...l Science we hawve been focussing on nauming
the different pawty of the skeleton. We used model
skeletons and x rays to-help us.
Dem/bom dem bones; de/wd/yl)m
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Safeguarding Matters

Are you
concerned
about a pupil?

If you are worried about a child,
you must share your concern without delay.

Karen Bennett

Mick Homer

Headteacher Teacher & SENDCo Family Support Advisor
Designated Deputy Designated Deputy Designated
Safeguarding Lead Safeguarding Lead Safeguarding Lead

Ouvur Safeguarding Governor is Reverend Pene Kennedy

If you are concerned about a child’s welfare or worried they are being abused, Click or scan this QR code
you can make a referral directly to: fo go sfro'||’ghf TObD,TOV_SGT
Dorset’s Children’s Advice and Duty Service on 01305 228866 Rkt

In an emergency, or if you believe a child is at immediate risk of harm,
call the police on 999.



https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/children-families/worried-about-a-child

